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An Economic Slowdown-Not A Downturn-Is Underwav 
Charles Lamphear 
The latest Nebraska Quarterly Business Conditions Survey (NQBCS) for 4th quarter 1998 shows that the percent of businesses reporting revenue gains over 
year-ago levels was down from comparable 3rd quarter 
survey results. The percent of businesses that expect 151 
quarter 1999 revenues to exceed 151 quarter 1998 levels 
was down even more. An increasing number of businesses, 
especially those located in the state's nonmetro regions, are 
seeing little or no growth in business revenues, and they 
expect this situation to continue through at least 151 quarter 
1999. But, the percent of respondents statewide that re-
ported an actual decline in 
business revenues for 4th 
quarter compared to year-
ago levels remained 
virtually unchanged. In 
short, the latest survey 
results indicate a moder-
ate slowdown, not a 
downturn, in the state's 
economy that is mostly lim-
ited to the non metro 
regions, at present. The 
state's economy should 
continue to grow, but at a 
slower rate. 
The 41h quarter 
NQBCS represents ap-
proximately 1,350 private 
sector businesses with a 
combined employment of 
.. 
48 
55 
about 75,000 workers. The NQBCS is the only regular 
statewide gauge of current business conditions. Quarterly 
results of the NQBCS are reported in the January, March, 
June, and September issues of Business in Nebraska (BIN) . 
Regional summaries of the NQBCS results are available on 
three internet sites that are listed at the end of this article, 
along with regional definitions. 
Tables 1 and 2 provide summaries of current and 
previous survey results on business revenues for industry 
groups and regions. These tables provide some indication of 
Quarterly 
Average 4'h Quarter 1st Quarter 
... .. .., .. .., .. ... 
26 42 27 39 29 
24 39 31 34 36 
26 38 36 37 
29 43 26 
18 53 18 
22 46 20 
25 46 23 
23 31 34 
Table 2 
Revenue ActIvIty far 1897, 1998, 4" Querter1998, and 1" Quarter 1989, 
by Raglan (perr:strl) 
1997 1998 1999 
Quarterly QUllrterly 
Average A vel1lge 4'" QUlIrter 1"' Quarter' 
Metro ... T ... T ... T ... T 
Lincoln MSA2 52 26 42 26 26 29 39 13 
Omaha MSA3 51 26 47 24 43 25 36 13 
Nonmetro 
Central 46 28 40 31 34 34 28 20 
Mid Plains 38 21 38 27 37 30 25 20 
Northeast 47 25 40 28 34 29 43 23 
Panhandle 48 26 36 25 34 34 22 21 
Southeast 49 23 37 32 40 32 27 20 
NoIeo, ... . lnaease In current quarter revenues over year·ago levell. 
T- Iloo'ease in current quarter revenues over yur-ago levell. 
1Expected eN .. 
2lancuter County 
JCau, Douglas, Sarpy, and Washington Counties 
a slowdown. The regional tables available on the internet 
sites provide greater evidence of a slowdown. 
The slowdown is due to several factors, starting with 
the impactoffarm prices. The recent slump in farm commod-
ity prices has spread to other non metro businesses. The first 
evidence of the price impact was detected in the 2"" quarter 
1998 NQBeS results that were reported in the September 
1998 issue of BIN. The 2"" quarter 1998 NQBeS results 
revealed a substantial decline in wholesale trade revenues 
for nonmetro businesses. By definition, wholesale trade in-
cludes farm implement dealers and grain handlers. It also was 
reported in the September 1998 issue of BIN that the agricul-
ture problem likely would spread to at least the nonmetro retail 
trade sector and that has happened. Sixty-three percent of 
the 4" quarter respondents for nonmetro retail trade reported 
no growth in retail sales over year-ago levels. The same 
respondents expect 111 quarter 1999 sales notto exceed year-
ago levels. The impact of low farm prices appears to have 
spread to other nonmetro sectors. Sixty-four percent of the 
non metro respondents for the transportation, communica-
tion , and utilities (TCU) sector reported no growth in 4" 
quarter revenues overyear-ago levels. Eighty percent ofthat 
Marrh 1999 
sector's respondents expect 1"' quarter 1999 sales not to 
exceed year-ago levels. A majority of nonmetro respondents 
for the finance, insurance, and real estate (FIRE) sector and 
the services sector also reported no growth in 4" quarter 
revenues over year-ago levels. The same respondents ex-
pect a similar outcome for 1"' quarter 1999. 
Another year of low farm prices could 
turn the current slowdown into a ru-
ral economic recession. The recent 
plunge in the farm price for milk is not 
a good way to start the year. 
A second reason forthe current economic slowdown 
is a return to the long-term growth trend for the construction 
sector, from its torrid growth ofthe last several years. Only 19 
percent of the non metro respondents for the construction 
sector reported gains in 4" quarter 1998 revenues over year-
ago levels. Fourteen percent of the respondents expect 1"' 
quarter 1999 revenues to surpass year-ago levels. Most 
expect revenues to remain unchanged. A third factor is 
scattered weakness in sales revenues for non metro manu-
Bl/si"tII i" Ntbrasu (B IN) 
facturing establishments. This weakness, which is likely due 
to national and intemational market conditions, is mostly 
concentrated in the Central and Northeast regions of the state. 
A fourth factor is widespread worker shortages. Businesses 
can't grow if they can't hire. The shortage appears more acute 
in the state's nonmetro regions. Finally. some ofthe slowdown 
in business revenue growth is due to the current low inflation 
rate. Big price increases (i.e., high rates of inflation) can 
produce big increases in business revenues and high growth 
rates. But, big price increases are not occurring at the present 
time. Rather, small price increases and modest revenue 
growth are apparent. 
The 4111 quarter 1998 survey results show little change 
in business revenues for the state's two metro regions. The 
business climate in the state's metro regions remains healthy, 
with one possible exception. Respondents for the lincoln 
MSA wholesale trade sector report weak growth. Only 15 
percent of the respondents expect 1" quarter 1999 revenues 
to surpass year-ago levels. 
Table 3 summarizes state estimates of new job and 
replacement hires since 1997. The figures for 1997 and 1998 
Table 3 
represent four-quarter averages for each year. State esti-
mates for 4" quarter 1998 are in the last column of the table. 
Table 3 shows a downward trend in new job hires for metro 
and nonmetro regions. Between 1997 and 1998, the annual 
estimate of quarterty averages for new job hires declined 16 
percentforthe metro regions and 31 percent forthe non metro 
regions. The state quarterly average for replacement hires 
increased 9 percent from 1997 to 1998. The state increase 
was a result of the 24 percent growth for metro regions. The 
quarterly average for nonmetro regions declined by 12 per-
cent between 1997 and 1998. 
Even with the slowdown in business activity and job 
hires, especially in the nonmetro regions, the state's labor 
market remains very tight. Table 4 shows that an estimated 
10,178 jobs were unfilled during 4" quarter 1998. The 4'" 
quarter estimate, however, is down about 1 0 percentfrom the 
annual quarterly average for 1998 (not shown). Most of the 
decline has occurred in the metro regions. Quarterly esti-
mates of unfilled jobs for 1998 for the state's nonmetro 
regions remained nearly constant. The tighter labor market 
for non metro regions may be due, in part, to the attraction of 
higher wages in metro labor markets. 
FUll-time Job Hires for 1997,1998, and 4~ Quarter 1998 
1997 1998 
Quarterly Quarterly 
Average' Average' 4'" Quarter 
New Job Hires 
Me'" 13,548 11,415 10,309 
Nonmetn> 9,595 6,642 5,802 
SWe 23,143 18,057 16,111 
Replacement Hires 
Met", 18,127 22,412 21,732 
Nonmetro 12,712 11 ,228 7,597 
Slate 30,839 33,640 29,329 
l Eslimates based on Nebraska Quarterly Bumess Conditions Survey (NQBCS) reaub since 1997. 
2cass, Douglas, lancaster, Sarpy, and Washington Counties. 
BIlJilltJJ ;11 NtbroskB (BIN) Mlmh 1999 
4 
Tabla 4 
Total Unlilled PosItIons and Poaltions Unlilled Due to Lack of Qualified AppIlcanta 
(Full-time PosItIons) ' 4" Quartar 1998 
State 
Unfill&d Due 
to Lack of 
Total Qualified 
Occupation Unfilled Applicants 
Executives/Administrators 296 30 
Managers 375 178 
Professional Specialists 1,520 849 
MaltetingiSaJes 662 316 
Administrative Support/Clerical 958 306 
SeNice WOlters 2,132 1,214 
Transportationn.taterial Movers 1,017 731 
ProdudlonlCraftlRepair 1,747 1,076 
OperatorsIFabricatorsllaborers 1,471 809 
Total 10,178 5,509 
lEltirnliles based on 4" qlJllrter 1998 survey results. 
2casa, Douglas, uncuter, S'rp)'. and Washlng10n Counties. 
The lack of qualified applicants remains a problem 
across the state where overhalf(54 percent) af the estimated 
total of unfilled jobs is due to the lack of qualified applicants. 
The metro and non metro rates are equal to the state average 
(Table 4). 
Table 5 summarizes wages for full-time new hires 
and replacement hires for 1997 and 1998. The overall wage 
level for new job hires increased only slightly between 1997 
and 1998 from $11 .46 in 1997 to $11 .57 in 1998. The small 
increasewas due to the decline in the wage levels for new job 
hires in the non metro regions. The average hourly wage 
levels for new job hires for nonmetro regions declined by 
approximately 50 cents between 1997 and 1998. This decline 
Table 5 
Metro2 Nonmetro 
Unfilled Due Unfilled Due 
to Lack of to Lack or 
Total Qualified To tal Qualified 
Unfilled Applicants Unfilled Applicants 
296 30 0 0 
227 79 148 99 
1,017 464 503 385 
316 188 346 128 
790 257 168 49 
1,175 819 957 395 
217 119 800 612 
1,214 879 533 197 
1,086 622 385 187 
6,338 3,457 3,840 2,052 
may be entirely due to year-te-year changes in the mix of job 
hires. In other words, it may not reflect a decline in occupa-
tional wages in non metro regions. The average wage for 
new hires in metro regions increased 2 percent between 
1997 and 1998, 
Detailed regional reports for the five non metro re-
gions and two metro regions for the 4" quarter survey are 
available on the following internet sites: 
www.bbr.unr.edu 
www.ded.state.ne.us 
www.do1.state.ne.us 
Average Hourly Wages for Full-time New and Replacement Hires for 1997, 1998, 
and 4" Quarter 1998 
Mafth 1999 
Sta1e 
Metro' 
Nonmetro 
1997 
Quarterly Average 
New Replacement 
Hires Hires 
$11 .46 
$12.48 
$10.35 
S9.06 
$9.35 
$8,69 
1998 
Quarterly Average 
New Replacement 
Hires Hires 
511 .57 
512.73 
$9.82 
$9.38 
$9.58 
$9.06 
' eas. Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy, and Washington Counties. 
4'" Quarter 
New Replacement 
Hires Hires 
$12.33 
$13.26 
$11 .26 
$9.88 
$10.22 
$9.23 
BIIJi,m J i ff Nrbras/es (B IN, 
RegionalComposilion 
Omaha MSA-Cass, Douglas, Sarpy, and Washington Coun- Central-Adams, Blaine, Buffalo, Clay, Custer, Franklin , 
ties Garfield, Greeley, Hall, Hamilton, Harlan, Howard, 
Lincoln MSA-Lancaster County Kearney, Loup, Merrick, Nance, Nuckolls, Phelps, 
Northeast-Antelope, Boone, Boyd, Brown, Burt, Cedar, Sherman, Valley, Webster, and Wheeler Counties 
Colfax, Cuming, Dakota, Dixon, Dodge, Holt, Mid·Plains-Arthur, Chase, Cherry, Dawson, Dundy, Fron-
Keya Paha, Knox, Madison, Pierce, Platte, Rock, tier, Furnas, Gasper, Grant, Hayes, Hitchcock, 
Stanton, Thurston, and Wayne Counties Hooker, Keith , Lincoln, Logan, McPherson, 
Southeast-Butler, Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Johnson, Perkins, Red Willow, and Thomas Counties 
~ 
• ~ 
" 
§ 
" 
Nemaha, Otoe, Pawnee, Polk, Richardson, Sa- Panhandle-Banner, Box Butte, Cheyenne, Dawes, Deuel, 
line, Saunders, Seward , Thayer, and York Garden, Kimball , Morrill, Scotts Bluff, Sheridan, 
Counties and Sioux Counties 
NQBCS is a joint project of the Nebraska Departments of 
Economic Development and Labor, and BBR. The following 
individuals contributed to the completion of this report Phil 
Baker, Jolee Wheatley, Jane Sutherland, and Clarence 
Waldman, Nebraska Department of Labor, Tom Doering and 
Stu Miller, Nebraska Department of Economic Development; 
and David Bennett and Char1es Lamphear, BBR. 
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Net Taxable Retail Sales* for Nebraska Chies [$0001 
YTD" YTD " November 1998 YTD Change vs November 1998 YTD Change vs 
($000) (SOOO) Yr.Ago ($000) ($000) Yr, Ago 
Keresaw, AdMts 238 2,562 107.1 
Ai'IsworIh. Brown 1,816 20,217 3.1 ............ 1,333 17m -2.4 
Ati:ln, Boone 1,606 19,656 ~2 La VISta, Sarpy 9,951 93,946 12.1 
AIam!, Box Bulle S,nt 65,446 ·1.2 
"'''' """ 
321 3,720 -10.4 
Alma, Hattan 529 7,401 1.2 ~"""'" 6.547 n,240 2.1 Arapahoe, Furnas 6T7 8,336 5.8 ' , """"  198,059 2,147,941 6.6 ~,w_ m 2,053 ~.6 lou~. cass 393 8,231 336 
,0- 238 2,861 12 Loop Cill';, """"'" 5" 6,873 10.8 AshIard, SaundM 893 13,370 U ~' 555 5,583 •• AlUIson, HoI: 762 10,797 8.3 ison, Madison 700 8.362 1.7 
Atbm, Nemalla 2,240 25,976 ·2.3 McCook. Red Wb 11,186 122,588 42 
AlJ'OIiI, Harikln 2.419 28.557 06 
"",", ""'" 667 9,891 ... 
..... """" 
" 
751 -9.6 Minal3re, Smtts BklII 131l 1,663 -21.4 
Bassen. Roell 378 5,120 5.2 """'" ... 1,400 18,716 -2.1 Bailie Creek. Madison 635 6,857 ·2.0 ......: ""::,"I,,, .. 7,668 ·15.1 
Bayard, I.b'riI 391 4,819 75 Mont. Scotts Bluff 363 5,093 6.' 
""",,~ 10}37 115,558 0.9 Nebraska City, 0kIe 6,380 71,132 6.2 I!eavefCt umas 128 1,508 11 .S Neligh, AnElope 1,209 15,167 0 .1 
",""", il': 19,561 203,945 6.6 Newman G/OI/O, Madison 288 3,204 -1 1.9 
Benkeman, u~ '66 6.190 6.5 NOIIt*. Madison 29,m 313,694 0.9 
~""" 329 4,797 13.3 North Bend, Dodge 380 5.323 0.' Slai', ~ton 6,523 71,076 3.6 North Pia1M', Li'lcoIn 21,497 238.284 ' .6 Bkxlm1'd;I, Knox 584 7,190 1.1 O'Neil, Holt 3,939 45,412 ~.7 
Blue HI, Webstef '28 5,131 ' .1 oakland, Boo 598 7,599 7.3 
Brijgepott. ~ 960 11.849 01 Ogallala, Keih 5,152 61 .949 5.5 
Bn:ien BtM, Cuslef 3,263 40,917 ,,. Omaha, Douglas 463,559 5,068,477 65 
BurweI. Garfekl 713 8,468 3.5 oro, v.~ 1,883 21,219 ' .1 
cairo, Hal 231 3,175 261 """,", 532 8,480 1.5 
CentraIC~ 1,428 18.804 2.3 Oshkosh, GaJden .47 5,213 14,6 C_, 4,153 48,384 25.8 Ostrond, Pietce 
"" 
5,045 9.7 
C="'"" .39 4,817 7.5 Oxbrd, Furnas 398 4,591 ·20.1  ,~ 569 ' ,690 4 .5 p,-,~ 6,697 11,518 9.5 
~,,,,y 318 4,010 17> Pawnee~, 304 3,316 08 
, "" .. 20,416 223,470 3.6 Pender, Thnm 
'" 
7,950 ·2.3 
"""', """'" 
2,003 32.136 0.3 Pien::e, Pietce 561 7,156 ·2.2 
"""'" ""'" 
443 5,914 0.0 Ptaiwiew, Piela! 658 1Jlj9 • .7 
Creighton. KnoJc 999 11,767 7.1 
""-""' 
3,334 36,770 3.7 
Crell!, Saine 3,073 34,696 ,12 
""'" -
378 5,601 2.' Crof'Iln, KnoJc 285 '294 -1.0 RaIsDi, Do!-glas 3,075 36,178 ' .9 CIris, Fror(ier 3117 3,860 9.9 
- """" 
383 4.154 13.6 
Oakala Ciy, Dakola 394 4,154 ' .3 ........ , ..... 588 8,266 ~. 1 
""" "!"""" 1,382 15,439 3,7 Red CQd, Websler 640 7,612 ·7.7 
"""",, - 236 3,4-41 43.. RusI'd!, SheriIan '55 5.613 -1.8 
=..":1t 189 2,628 0.1 Sargenl, Cusaer 154 2,076 -1.6 569 12.314 59.6 ~~BkJft 1,688 20,773 1.2 ~Ie, tass 182 ' ,363 8.' 20,016 220,153 -2.9 
E~"" 386 4,450 ~.2 Scri:Iner, ~ .75 5,222 0 .1 
E """' .. 2,113 25,860 12.6 Seward, Seward 4,456 51 ,058 ~.7 Em Creek, BUftab 313 3,913 14.3 =;~uffab 308 3,481 ~ .5 E .... , Goo~ 289 4}04 3.7 523 1.133 17,2 
FaItMy,Je 3,403 35,217 8.7 Sidney, CIleyeMe 8,636 82,953 1.5 
Faimm~ Filmofe 158 1,831 78 SouIh Sioux City, Oakota 7,718 86,054 ~ .6 
Fats City. Richardson 2,4-40 27,505 ~ .• S,...fekl, "O:W 42. 5,115 51,9 Frankil, Franklin 475 6,155 23.5 St Pau~ How 1,083 13,29-4 ~. 
FreJ1'Ol\t QodI}e 21 ,396 228,540 5.7 Slanton, Slankln 612 6,100 5.5 
Friend, Saine 395 ' ,853 0.2 S_~, Pol< 1,011 11 ,045 • . 8 
FIIe1Ion, Narce '85 5,564 ' .0 SupeOOr, utloIIs 1,477 16,966 ·2.3 
Geneva. Fimore 1,313 18,121 -1.3 Suiheliand, I.R::OO 258 3,548 12,3 
Genoa, NarD'! 246 3,203 23.3 
"""", C"o... 783 9,430 -11.9 ~, Sa:>115 8kJfI 3,083 38,028 66 S=s. 955 12,193 5.0 Gilbcn, Buffalo 747 9,167 ' .5 T , _ 769 9,280 -7,3 
~SIlefQan 1,599 18,425 • . 8 Tekamah, BII'I 1,023 12,099 1.' 
.' """'" 
1,912 24,058 0.9 Ti:Ien, Madison 340 4,712 ~.9 
Grand Island, Hal 50,829 545,105 5.6 Utica, Seward 337 3,183 26.2 
Grar( PetU1s 898 10,894 1.6 Valenli'l8, Cherry 3,151 4-4 ,442 6.0 
5.~ 3,311 35,632 ~.7 VaIey, CIoI.gIas 1,029 13,419 1.5 1,606 17,880 1.1 WIIIloo, Satnlef1 2,000 25,479 ~.6 20.131 223,369 3.5 Wakefield. Dilon 313 U~~ 4 ,' ~' 344 3,545 ·1 .0 Wauneta. Chase '" -1.9 1,693 211,502 -2,2 WaYef1yWlanca5ter 565 8,718 8.7 - , '" '54 6,991 7.0 W.,.., w.: 3,116 35,833 6,' Haman, Lancastef 235 2,783 9.7 W~ atef, Cass 62' 1,402 5,3 
-,- 4,158 47,385 ~,3 Wes Ptift. CunWIg 3,673 40,909 -2.2 ~~~nbon 325 3,795 1,3 WIler, Saine 382 ' ,836 ~.7 372 5,310 -2.7 WISI'Ier, eooq 569 6,537 -9.2 
"="" .. 
700 8,481 5.5 Wocd RiwIr, Hal 260 ' ,383 -1.7 
I~t hase 1,754 22,138 7,3 ~trtGage 
'" 
' ,386 -1.9 
Jtriala, Adams 162 2,108 -10.3 9,871 111 ,873 125 
Kearney, BuIfaIo 13,070 341 ,536 7.6 
"Does not include motor vehicle sales, Molor vehicle nel taxable retail sales are reported by county only. 
SouroI: NebI.1b o.p.t1mInI 01 R ......... 
M(Jrrh 1999 BNJinu J in N tbr(JJJw (BIN) 
Net Taxable Retail Sales for Nebraska Counties I$OOOJ 
Motor Vehicle Sale. Other sale. Motor V.hk:1e Sale. Other Sale. 
November Y7D November Y7D November Y7D November Y7D 
1998 Y7D "Chg. vs 1998 Y7D "Chg. vs 1998 Y7D "Chg. vs 1998 Y7D "Chg. vs 
(SOOO) ($000) Yr, Ago ($000) ($000) Yr. Ago (1000) (1000) Yr, Ago ($000) ($000) Yr, Ago 
N ....... m ,m 2,225,965 ' .5 1,325,149 14,692.667 ' .5 
_. 
502 8,373 ~ .• 1.393 17,028 ~1 
Ado", 2."" 36,8" •. , 21 ,328 230,978 3.' 
"""'" 
n. 11,713 
•• ',258 45,806 81 
"' .... 600 10,517 -9.2 2.007 24,413 ,' .3 """""'" 
551 
'.'" 
21.1 1 .... 12.924 . .5 
-, 31 736 353 (OJ (OJ (OJ 
"""'" 
603 10,212 • . 5 l ,S74 20,973 -2.6 
.. "'" 
179 1,332 -14.7 10J (01 (01 
"'"' '" 
12,021 3.0 5.604 68,057 5.' 
Blaine 158 1,218 20.' 51 ... -26.3 
"" Pn 79 1,142 -17.2 80 995 6.4 
""" 
507 8,697 ·10.0 2,016 25,()5.4 -2.7 
"""" 
J06 5.226 ~ .3 1.356 17,658 -2.5 
"" ''''' 
1.298 16,665 3.' 6,040 68,624 -1 .1 
""" 
'83 10,418 ~.8 2.400 29,912 2.2 
Boyd 200 2.594 0.0 457 5,747 -7.9 ,. "'" 23.583 290,'14 15.3 199,957 2,m ,423 6.' 
"""" 
290 4,42,( 7.' 1,871 21 ,162 2.7 
"""" 
3.407 « .683 17.7 22,281 248,m ' .5 _. 
3,821 53,649 ' .8 35,54' 373,981 7.' 
""" "' 
1,521 43.9 (OJ (OJ (OJ 
"'" 
m 11,165 I., 2,346 17)37 2.' ' P 93 990 -1.3 (OJ (OJ (OJ 
'''''' 
1,217 11,238 10.7 1.736 20.640 2.7 
""""""" 
61 719 -1.4 (OJ (OJ (OJ 
"'" 
3,458 38,467 U.4 5.680 71,115 •• 
""""" 
3,457 « ,6116 5.' 31,784 331,381 0.5 
""', 628 12,170 -'1.0 2,578 30,061 0.3 ..... 798 10,71S 7.1 1.938 25,489 3. Chase 529 6,753 ~. 1 1.988 25,774 5.7 
""" 
582 6,675 ·10.3 1.362 16.871 1.5 
e",", 598 ' .763 13.1 3." 46,709 6.0 N, .. 382 5,242 ~.2 752 9,161 2.5 
e"","", 1,170 12,999 2.' 8,873 85,894 U .... '" 1,024 10,740 15.2 2,448 28,819 -2.0 COy 651 9,962 " .5 1.659 23.~9 ~ . N_ 
'" 
6,115 .10.7 2.084 23,320 ~.7 
"""" 
763 12,433 5.1 2,645 29>07 0.3 
"'" 
1,571 21 ,533 8.7 7.683 87,690 5.5 
""""" 
'14 13,486 -1 3.5 4,858 53.910 ~.1 ........ 
'" 
4,271 ' .8 
." 5,431 -1 .7 
e .. ", 1.008 15,240 ~.5 '.070 51$77 ~.3 P .... 44. 5.'" ' .5 1,037 12,988 0.3 
D .... 2.004 23.896 ' .8 8.m 97,017 -2.9 P""," 1,021 U,601 ~.3 4,369 50,453 .2.7 
0 .... 511 ' .257 12.8 '.596 54,314 22.' 
""" 
670 9}53 -9.0 1.655 20,155 " .0 
0"""" 2,416 31,762 53 11.780 138,759 1.3 P." 3.265 39,782 • . 5 21 ,680 23.s,.464 3.3 
""'" 
217 2.963 
-' .5 960 10,867 15.3 Pol< 712 8.855 ·1.3 2,014 24,482 -2.2 
.,.." 495 8,731 " .1 788 10,668 ~.7 R.,V/b< 986 14,241 2.0 " ,~' 126,194 '2 
""'" 
3.926 45,739 7.2 23.033 24B,72ti 5.0 
--
910 " ,.00 5.' 3.'" 35.403 -2.2 
""" .. 5<l.J37 592.'" 16.3 41' ,m 5,167,3049 •• R" '" 2,607 2.7 386 5.269 5.' 
""'" 
259 3 .... 1.3 m '.393 ... " ... 1 .... 16,m 11.2 4,175 48,519 " .3 
""""' 
566 '.003 -1 .4 1,947 17.484 .1.4 
"'" 
U,875 169,033 17.0 41 ,622 424,763 ' .6 
Franklil 316 4,616 ~ .8 67' 8.817 15.6 
""""'" 
2,319 30.057 ' .5 4,715 62,600 ·1.9 
Frontier 399 ' .865 7.1 579 7,22' 2.8 """ ."" 3.657 « .094 4.1 24,320 273,388 -2.1 
,""'" 545 7,637 1.9 1.963 23,615 ~.3 
_. 
1.732 22.795 1>8 5.656 66,811 -2.0 
""" 
2,156 28,6-42 8.' 11 ,907 128,326 1.0 """", 852 8,878 7.1 2.654 30.683 ~ .• 
"''''''' 
217 3,sn 10.1 .. 7 .... 14.3 
- '" 
',22' •• 623 8.188 • • 
"""" 
259 2,516 12.0 712 8.465 3.' .... 151 2.592 l5 108 1,482 • . 7 
..... 233 3,37' 8.8 342 5.268 I.. S"""'" 
." 8,m 2.0 784 8.353 2.' G"", 49 1 .... 38 226 2,474 19.1 Tho", 632 8.598 • . 1 2.366 29.683 -1.0 G_ 
'10 3 .... 17.5 556 7,543 ' .2 
''''''''' 
89 1,046 -25.9 261 3.234 ·29.2 
H.D 5.'" 70,150 11.6 52,199 568,661 6.3 Thu"ton 491 4,842 -20.2 782 9,274 •• H,_ .29 12,425 -7.2 2,710 32,864 ~.3 v • .., 359 5.553 ~. 1 2,119 23,702 5.' 
""', ... 5 .... 15.7 675 9,717 2.' Washilgton 2,347 30.380 8.0 7.085 78,149 
" H.Y" 132 1,618 3.2 (OJ (OJ (OJ W,"" 
'" 
10,898 • . 5 327' 37,4904 
" H_ 189 4,103 ' .1 
"" 
... ~.8 W"'"" 513 4,778 ~ .• 1,181 13,979 ~.2 
HoI1 1,091 16.618 1.1 5.268 63,973 1.' 
-
112 1,6-45 ~ .• 92 1,097 -11.3 
...... 55 1.341 53.3 182 3,761 1>0 Vot 1.365 20)80 ~.3 10,674 123,898 111 
' Totals may not add due 10 rounding 
(0) Den01es disclosure suppression 
·countr..,values may not add to state total due to unallocated sales and disclosure suppression. 
Source: bt ..... ~ of R_ 
Note on Net T axabk &tail Salts 
Users of this series should be aware that taxable retail sales are not generated exclusively by traditional outlets such as 
clothing, discount, and hardware stores. While businesses classified as retail trade firms account for, on average, slightly 
more than half of total taxable sales, sizable portions of taxable sales are generated by service establishments, electric and 
gas utilities, wholesalers, telephone and cable companies, and manufacturers. 
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Regional Nonlann Wage and salan Emplovment* 1991 to Januan" 1999 
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Note to Readers 
The charts on pages 8 and 9 reporl nonfann employment by place 
of work for each region. 
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Regional Montano Wage and Salan Emplovment*19911o Januan** 1999 
Slalbe.1 Ceatn. 
102,000 
100,000 
" ,000 
",000 
94,000 
92,000 
J F M A M J J A SON 0 
SllIIIIe.sl 
61,000 
" ,500 
58,000 
56,500 
II 
55,000 
J F M A M J J A SON 0 
Imlb.IU 
... rata •• rIIH . ... 
450,000 
400,000 
350,000 
300,000 
J F M A M J J A SON 0 
'By place of wolk 
"Current month data are prel iminary and subjed. to revision, 
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IV 
November 1998 Regional Retail Sales [$000) 
YTD Percent Change vs Yr. Ago 
................ 
16,211 
5.6 
..... -_ ... _, 
' p h • • 
StlleT'IiI' 
1,502,4n 
6.9 
14,467 
3.2 I. IIII1IIIIIl 
122,247 
1.3 I ~ 
SlIUI CIIJ liSA 
<J 
(] 
10,681 
-0.8 
l .. b.1ISA 
597,232 
7.7 
UK,ln lISA 
223,541 
7.6 
'Regional values may nol add 10 slale total due to unallocated sales and disclosure suppression. 
~. -..u oI R--.. 
State Nonlarm Wage & Salarv 
Emplovment bv Industrv' 
December 
Preliminary Revised % Change 
JanJsry December vs Yr. 
1999 1998 Ago 
Total 865,191 892,342 2.0 
Construction & Mining 38 ,556 42,739 5.0 
Manufacturing 117,407 118,059 0.4 
Ourables 57,018 57,352 -0.4 
Nondurables 60,389 60,707 1.0 
TeU' 57,720 58,482 6.4 
Trade 210,211 219,182 1.2 
Wholesale 54,200 55,388 -2.9 
Retail 156,011 163,794 2.7 
FIRE .... • 58,443 58,709 4.9 
Services 234,486 243.049 4.3 
Government 148,368 152,122 -2 .5 
'B~ place of wortt 
. 0 ransportalion, Communication, and Utilities 
"'Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 
S<;ut:.: -..... ~ of laIlot. laI:Iot __ "*'"'*"'" 
Mar(h 1999 
-
.0 
Consumer Price Index 
Consumer Price Index - U· 
(1982-84 = 100) 
(not seasonally adjusted) 
YTD% 
" Change Change 
January vs vs Yr. Ago 
1999 Yr. Ago (inflation rate) 
All Items 164.3 
Commodities 142.5 
Services 186.3 
'U " All urban consumers 
2.0 
0.6 
2.5 
s...cr. u.s. o.p.-.. III Uibar, ..... 111 ....... SIlltllllCa 
2.0 
0 .6 
2.5 
State Labor Force SUmmary' 
December 
Preliminary Revised "Change 
labor Force 
Employment 
Unemployment Rate 
' By place of residence 
January December vs Yr. 
1999 1998 Ago 
923,661 930,512 1.5 
895,728 910,639 0.9 
3.0 2.1 
s...cr. NetItasQ o.p.-.. III ........ Uibar Merkel ~ 
BNsinm in N,braJIuJ (BlN) 
County of Ihe M onth 
Antelope 
loup CitY-County Seal 
license plate prefix number: 26 
Size of county: 859 square miles, ranks 
24th in the state 
_ N,.>:I ell/Illy .f Mllllh 
Population: 7,181 in 1998, a change of -9.8 percent from 1990 
Per capita personal Income: $21 ,157 in 1996, ranks 33rd in the state 
Net taxable retail sales ($000): $40,995 in 1997, a change of 12.2 percent from 1996; $34,932 
from January through November of 1998, a change of-3.8 percent from the same period the previ-
ous year. 
Numberofworksltes': 275 in 1997 
Unemployment rate: 3.4 percent in Antelope County, 2.6 percent in Nebraska for 1997 
Agriculture: 
Nonfarm employment (1997): 
(wage & salary) 
Construction and Mining 
Manufacturing 
TCU 
Wholesa~ Trade 
Retail Trade 
FIRE 
Services 
Government 
Numberoffarms: 891 in 1992, 1,009 in 1987 
Average farm size: 549 acres in 1992 
....... 
II1II C .... 
855,802 1,870 
(percent of totsl) 
4.6 3.4 
13.6 7.1 
6.2 2.4 
6.4 11 .4 
18.1 21 .7 
6.4 4.3 
26.8 19.6 
17.8 30.2 
Market value offarm products sold: $121 .7 million in 1992 ($136,552 average per farm) 
'Worksijes refers to business adi'llijy col/ered under the Nebraska Employment Security Law. Information presenled has 
been extracted from the Employe(s Quarterly Contribulion Report, Nebraska Form UI-11 . For further details about covered 
rorksijes, see the Nebraska Employers Guide to Unemploymenllnsurance. 
By place of woril 
MOf'(h 1999 
The Decade of the 90s So Far-
Demographic Trends for lIebraslla 
The Census Bureau's latest population estimates reveal 
how Nebraska's population has changed over the last 
eight years. Highlights include: 
• So fa r this decade, the popu lation in metro Nebraska 
has grown 9.5 percent, nearly eight times faster than 
non metro Nebraska (1.2 percent). 
• Metro Nebraska added 19,267 residents as a result 
of net inmigration, compared to only 110 residents 
for nonmetro counties. In part, this was because 
metro Nebraska gained 6,168 residents from domes-
tic migration wh ile nonmetro Nebraska lost 4,649. 
• Net inmigration to Nebraska accounted for 23 
percent of the state's population growth so far this 
decade, and 72 percent of the migration was interna-
tional in orig in. 
For a full report on these trends, visit BBR's home page: 
www.bbr.unl.edu. 
~ \1IIiI!I ~ a...-.. "'.s....n.u RMUtdI. ~ aI _ • .t.InIaI, I6SN 0007.&I3X. 
au.-- .. NtIbrNkI> • pubI!:&I*I in len _ 1* 'f'Uf tIy 1he BInaI DII B_ ~. 
$ubm'oplDI""'" _ ...,... ... IIhouId De doI_ 10 Butuu '" a...- A-.fI, 11. ellA. 
IJrIiwoniI:yd ~fetM 0401!1. AnnuaI...aaopl>On .... It 110 
Univers ity of Ncbr.u h · lincoln-Dr. J3ma C. Moeser. ChRnrrl/or 
College or Busi ness Adminisl r.nion-Cynlhi3 H. Mill igan. Dtlln 
Bureau of Business Research IBBRI 
from 
the Census Bureau, 
including newly released 
infonnation from the 
1997 
Nonprofit 
U.s. Postage 
PAID 
Permit No. 46 
lincoln, NE 
... "." .w is not ONr on!J bNsintJJ 
economic impact assessment 
..... demographic and economic projections 
.... survey design 
..... compilation and analysis of data 
public access to information via NU ONRAMP 
For more ntormation on hIM BBR can IISSist you or JOU' organization. alI1taCt us 
(~ 021 472.2334 ; serwl ,_mail to: flampllear1O:unl.edu; or see tile 
World Wide Web: www.bbr.urUedu 
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